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like the last ones, are without great results, who can
foresee the consequences of this general reaction
and assign a limit to this coalition ?

" Confound your enemies, Sire, frustrate their
plans, make peace, if only to let the storm pass by.
This will calm them, and prevent their using the
same means to excite enthusiasm. No sacrifice is
asked of French honor, because nothing is asked of
France. . . . France and the world ask peace of
you. The peace which is proposed to you will be
of more service to you than the happiest war. Deign,
Sire, to listen to this prayer for peace, and permit a
good Frenchman, a man who loves your true glory
as much as his country, to present it to you."

Whether it was that these noble words had touched
Napoleon's heart, or that he wished to assume an air
of moderation because he knew that Prussia and
Austria would not accept his last offer, the Emperor
sent to the Duke of Vicenza full powers with a
despatch conceding all Austria's demands. This
despatch reached Prague August 15, at one in the
morning. Five days sooner, it would have saved
everything. The 15th, Metternich said to the Duke
of Vicenza, " The propositions made by France to-day
would have made peace on the 10th, because then
Austria would have used all the force of its authority
against the allies, if they had not accepted them. I
repeat it, the 10th, the Emperor Napoleon might have
given the world peace. . . . To-day we have one hun-
dred and fifty thousand Russians among us, and we